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THE  IMAGE  OF  A MANSION  ON  A MEDAL 


LNA  MEETING  REPORT 

Our  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association 
met  on  Saturday « August  24  in  Baltimore 
at  the  ANA  Convention.  Those  in  attend- 
ance and  who  signed  the  attendance  sheet 
were;  Henry  L.  Gaidis,  Bob  Douchis,  Al- 
eksandras  HadSius,  Jr.,  David  T.  Alexan- 
der, rtary  Wysocki,  Kazmier  Wysocki,  Go- 
rdon tfatuliones,  Joseph  Watuliones,  Mi- 
chelle Orzano,  Margaret  Bain,  Christine 
Garcia,  Agnes  Alones,  Vincent  W.  Alones, 
Sober t J.  Zavos,  Sara  J.  Zavos,  Harold 
Anderson,  and  Andy  Singer.  (17) 

The  meeting  wais  reported  in  Coin 
World,  September  11,  I985  issue,  peige 

Titled,  "Lithuanian  Decorations 
Difficult  to  Obtain,"  the  text  of  the 
article  stated: 

The  coinage  of  the  Knights  end  of  the  13th  century.  The 
of  the  Teutonic  Order  in  the  Knights’  shield,  a white  field 
region  of  Lithuania  was  among  with  a black  cross,  was  often 
the  topics  of  discussion  at  the  depicted  on  the  coins, 
eighth  annual  meeting  of  the 

Uthuanian  Numismatic  Asso-  Examples  of  the  earliest  and 
dation  Aug.  24  in  Baltimore  bracteates  and 

The  group  met  in  conjunc-  “ol^epfenning  were  iUustrated 
tion  with  the  94th  Anniversary  ^ 

Convention  of  the  American  ^ymnch  von  Kniprode  includ- 
NumismaUc  AssociaUon  and  kwartnik  or  vierchen, 

shared  examples  of  their  col-  shilling  and  the 

lections  and  history.  halbschoter. 

Gordon  “Andy”  Singer  of  ducats  of  Heinrich  von 

Numismatic  Consultants  of  Plauen  as  well  as  the  long 
Beltsviiie,  Md.,  gave  a .short  shilling  from  1414  were 
presentation  about  Teutonic  also  illustrated.  Singer  said 
coinage.  The  Baltic  country  of  ®aly  a few  hundred 
Lithuania  began  as  a sovereign  balbschoeter  remain  and  up- 
state in  1219.  Between  1349  proximately  30  shiUings.  Ex- 
and  1430  Lithuania’s  borders  Parimental  pieces  of  gold  and 
extended  from  the  Baltic  Sea  silver  coinage  are  available 
to  the  Black  Sea  making  it  the  but  are  very  rare,  he  said.  A 
largest  country  in  Europe.  good  P^ace  to  look  for  Teutonic 
Singer  traced  the  history  of  Order  coins  is  among  Lithuani- 
the  Teutonic  Knights  from  the  ^n  coins, 
time  the  Order  was  founded  in  Vincent  Alones  and  Henry  L 
1189  during  the  Third  Crusade,  Gaidis  presented  the  next  pro- 
including  the  coinage  issued  gram  concerning  a book  they 
by  the  individual  Grand  Mas-  are  attempting  to  research  and 
ters  of  the  Order  which  was  write  about  Lithuanian  mili- 
the  first  field  hospital.  tary  medals  and  decorations. 

Coinage  was  issued  at  the  The  book  will  chronicle  the 


By  Zenonas  Palarauskaa 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the  May  2,  1964 
issue  (No.  31)  of  Tura  (Truth),  published  in  Vil- 
nius. The  introduction  included  here  wais  not  part 
of  the  original  article,  but  was  also  written  by 
the  author, 

* • • 

In  the  past,  Vilnius  was  a city  very  rich  in  art  and 
especially  in  eurchitectural  monuments.  It  was  a very  im- 
portant cultural  center  for  Eastern  Europe,  During  the 
Second  World  War,  the  city  was  devastated.  Not  only  val- 
uable edifices  suffered, 
but  entire  sections  of 
the  city  were  wiped  out 
from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Art  objects  of 
untold  value  were  lost 
to  the  flames  of  war. 

The  Lithuanian  nation 
sustained  injury  whi- 
ch neither  rebuilding 
nor  other  compensat- 
ion cam  accoimt  for. 

Though  much  has  been 
done  in  repair,  neit- 
her rebuilding  nor  re- 
construction of  archi- 
tectural and  other  mo- 
numents can  satisfy. 

It  is  a long  and  cos- 
tly process. 

It  is  at  least  ple- 
aisant  that  the  once 
famous  mansion  of  Jonusais  Badvilas  in  Vilnis  is  am  exc- 
eption. One  of  five  of  its  sections  has  been  restored 
and  transferred  to  the  Zinia  Society.  This  renovated  to- 
wer of  a faunous  monument  adorned  nicely  the  panorama  at 
Liudas  Gira  amd  Liejkla  (Foundry)  Streets.  However,  some 
voices  have  appeared  in  the  press  raising  a great  discu- 
ssion about  the  value  of  restoring  such  objects!  During 
the  time  of  this  discussion,  an  account  was  published  of 
Sebastian  Dadler's  medal  in  the  journal  "Literature  and 
Art,"  but  no  notice  warn  taJcen  of  this.  Therefore  I have 
injected  myself  into  this  discussion,  and  have  written  a 
monograph  of  S.  Dadler,  which  warn  published  in  1964. 

This  was  the  first  attempt  to  publish  material  about  th- 
is famous  Baroque  epoch  medalist  in  Lithuaniem  periodi- 
caLls.  Alas,  only  a small  part  of  my  text  reached  print. 


Above:  the  mansion  of  JonuSais 
fiadvilem  in  Vilnius  appears  on 
this  1653  medail. 


Here  is  the  text: 


Continued  on  next  paige.. 


Continued  on  next  page 


2.  MEDAL 

CoDtinued  frcun  pa^e  1... 

Od  L,  uira  Street  in  the  nat- 
ion's capital,  the  Central  Lecture 
Mansion  gleams  (author  of  the  pro- 
ject: Architect  L.  ^ulonas).  It  is 
located  in  the  restored  par  of  the 
17th  century  mansion  of  JonuSas 
iiadvilas.  Only  a few  know  that  a 
fragment  of  this  mansion  has  been 
incorporated  into  a medal  of  airt- 
ist  :^bastian  Ladler.  One  such 
medal  (of  only  a few  known  to  have 
survived)  is  housed  in  Vilnius 
[in  a private  collectionj* 

On  the  extruded  reverse  of  the 
medal,  I see  the  letter  "U"  remin- 
iscent of  a fence.  You  will  not 
confuse  with  anything  else  the  Re- 
inassance  styled  mainsion  of  Jonu- 
Sas  Rad  Vilas.  It  wets  built  in  the 
first  part  of  the  17th  century  far 
from  the  defensive  wall  of  Vilnius. 


Right:  The  Central  Lecture  Mansion,  illuminated  with 
various  colors,  truly  reminds  us  of  17th  century  mansions. 
It  also  aroused  this  univented  history. 

Left:  Obverse  of  medal,  showing  JonuSas  Radvilas  on 
his  horse. 


The  inscription  legend  on  the  obverse  (pictured  above) 


how  did  it  happen  that  this  nook 
of  our  capital  would  be  immortal- 
ized in  the  medal  of  the  German  ar- 
tis,  h.  Dadler?  Why  we  know,  that 
the  medalist,  born  in  Strasburg, 
never  once  visited  Lithuania 1 

The  small  sculptured  masterpi- 
eces created  by  Sebastian  Dadler 
early  made  his  name  famous  throu- 
ghout iiurope.  In  addition,  he  pro- 
posed entirely  novel,  for  that 
time,  methods  of  striking  coins 
and  medals,  and  adapted  into  his 
work  scores  of  other  novelties.  And 
an  outstanding  master  receives  many 
commissions.  From  Vienna,  he  was 
enticed  to  Danzig.  And  among  S. 
Ltadler's  clients,  the  surnames  of 
some  Lithuanian  nobles  appear. 

In  l6W,  the  artist  left  Dan- 
zig for  Hamburg.  It  was  just  here 
that  he  accomplished  the  request  of 
JonuSas  Radvilais:  to  strike  a medal 
showing  the  Hetman  and  his  Renaiss- 
ance mansion.  That  occurred  in  1633* 

It  is  difficult  to  speculate  now 
of  how  mauiy  of  these  medals  were  st- 
inick.  Only  a few  have  survived  to 
tnis  day.  In  addition  to  Vilnius, 
they  are  preserved  in  the  museums  of 

Cracow,  Vroclov,  find  Jelenia  Gura. 

• • • 

The  Knight  editor's  comments:  I 
held  this  particular  piece  in  my  hand 
when  visiting  Vilnius  several  years 
go.  Is  there  some  sort  of  catalog  or 
accounting  of  iJadler's  medals,  and 
la  tnis  particular  one  mentioned? 

•e  would  appreciate  any  information 
aoout  tnis  medal  from  our  readers. 


reads  in  abbreviated  Latin:  "Princeps  Radivilius  Heros  Sic 
Vultu  Ati^  Habitu  Conspiciendus  Erat.  Ingressus  Vilnam.  Drvi 
Maya  MDCLIII  [l653]." 

The  reverse  inscriptions  appear  to  read,  "Palatinum 
Te  Tua  Vilna  Colit.  Dum  Capis  Officium  Dum  Celsa  Peilatia 
Condis  lure,"  and  "Ornamento  Publico  Proprir  Commoni  Tati." 
It  should  be  kept  in  mind  the  "beginning"  of  the  legend  may 
be  more  correctly  different  than  what  is  deciphered  by  this 
editor  ais  printed.  In  any  case,  we  ask  yovir  help  in  "un-abb- 
reviating"  the  Latin  text,  and  then  translating  it  for  us. 

The  Radvilas  family  is  an  important  one  in  Lithuanian 
history,  and  this  special  medad  is  truly  a very  significant 
item  in  Lithuanian  numismatics. 


LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


“History  of  Lithuanian  Orders, 
Medals  and  Decorations” 
through  photos  and  research. 

Gaidis  pointed  out  there 
have  only  been  three  articles 
about  Lithuanian  numismatics 
in  the  90  years  of  the  ANA 
journal.  The  Numismatist,  and 
that  makes  doing  research  on 
the  subject  difficult 

In  a recent  issue  of  the  LNS’s 
newsletter.  The  Knight,  Gaidis 
and  Alones  wrote  a story  about 
a 1940  military  medal  de- 
signed by  sculptor  Juozas  Zi- 
karas.  It  was  the  First 
Uthuanian  Soldier’s  medal  of- 
ficially adopted  by  the  govern- 
ment in  1940,  just  two  months 
before  the  Soviet  Invasion. 

The  medal  was  Issued  to 
honor  soldiers  who  had  volun- 
teered to  form  military  units 
within  the  Russian  czarist 
army.  The  medal  was  the  last 
award  Issued  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Lithuanieu  There  are 
only  three  known  to  be  In  exis- 
tence today. 

One  Is  in  a museum  In  Swit- 


Continued  from  page  1... 


zerland  and  the  other  two  are 
owned  by  Alones  and  Gaidis 
who  said  military  decorations 
and  medals  are  hard  to  find 
because  they  did  not  circulate 
among  the  general  public  like 
coins. 

Gaidis  said  there  are  still 
units- of  the  Lithuanian  Nation- 
al Guard  and  the  Lithuanian 
Scouts  in  the  United  States  to- 
day. Although  its  neighbor,  Po- 
land, is  more  often  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  Lithuania  has  a 
strong  history  and  many  num- 
ismatic supporters  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  he  said. 

Both  Alones  and  Gaidis  en- 
couraged anyone  with  an  inter- 
est in  Lithuania  to  contribute 
articles  to  the  club’s 
newsletter.  To  submit  a story 
or  photographs  for  publication, 
send  to;  The  Knight,  care  of 
Frank  Passlc,  900  S.  Eaton  St. 
Albion.  Mich.  49224. 


FtJlTUKr.  OF  THJi  MONTH,  By  Frank  Pasaic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

LITHUANIAN  AUDITORIUM  TOKENS,  WAUKEGAN,  ILL. 


Lithuanian  Auditorium  Tokana 
Origin:  Waukegan,  lllinoia 
Face  Values:  SI. 00  31  >nm. 

23^  26  mm. 

10^  17  mm. 

3^  22  mm. 

Metal  Content:  Aluminum 
Vacketta  Numbers: 

SI. 00  B03-100  A 31  B 
23<f  B03-23  A 23  B 

10«  tt)3-10  A 17  fi 
3«  B0>3  A 22  fi 

Waukegaui,  Illinois  is  a 
city  30  miles  north  of  Chicago 
just  south  of  the  Wisconsin 
border.  Tne  first  Lithuanians 
to  settle  in  Waukegan  arrived 
from  Chicago  in  I89I.  In  I898 
a Lithuanian  pairish  was  orgain- 
ized,  and  shortly  thereafter  a 
Lithuanian  school  began  oper- 
ations. 

Tne  St.  Bartholomew  Mutual 
Aid  Society  was  established 
for  Lithuanians  in  Waukegain  in 
189^.  In  1909*  that  group,  eil- 
ong  with  the  St.  Joseph  Society 
founded  a social  club. 

In  1926,  this  group  built  a 
large  brick  building  which  bec- 
ame known  as  the  Lithuanian  Aud- 
itorium, which  still  serves  a 
variety  of  needs  for  the  Lith- 
uanian community. 

According  to  the  Encyclop- 
edia Lituanica,  "Antanas  Sutkus, 
a realtor  who  for  many  years 
presided  over  the  societies  just 
mentioned,  founded  a savings  and 
loan  association  in  1924  which 
grew  in  assets  from  84,800  to  7 
million  by  1963»  After  WWII,  ro- 
ughly 100  Lithuanian  refugee  fa— 
milies  came  to  Waukegan,  but  af- 
ter several  years  only  about  60 
still  chose  to  stay.  They  organi- 
zed a chapter  of  the  Lithuanian- 
American  Community,  Inc.,  and  es- 
tablished a Lithusinian  Saturday 
school  in  1951.  As  the  ramks  of 
the  pre-WWII  arrivals  began  to 
thin,  their  societies  and  clubs 
lost  much  of  their  former  vigor, 
kecently  the  local  Lithuanian- 
American  Community  chapter  has 
been  the  major  sponsor  of  cult- 
ural activities.'*  (Vol  VI,  V-Z, 

pg.  231.) 


Issued  by  the  Lithusuiian  Auditorium  were  four  aluminum  tokens, 
used  for  activities  at  the  auditorium.  The  obverse  text  states, 
"LITHUANIAN  AUDITORIUM  901  LINCOLN  AVE.  WaUKEQAN,  IL."  The  rev- 
erse states,  "GOOD  FOR  $1,00  IN  TRADE." 

The  tokens  appear  listed  in  Ore  H.  Vacketta 's  Trade  Tokens  of 
Illinois  (Second  Edition,  1983)»  p.  309.  Vacketta  recently 
donated  a set  of  these  tokens  to  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuan- 
ian Culture  in  Chicago,  where  they  will  be  exhibited.  We  encovir- 
age  our  readers  to  inform  us  of  any  Lithuanian-A^erican  tokens 
that  we  haven't  mentioned  here  in  The  Knight. 


Remember  This? 


The  following  appeared  in 
Ripley's  "Believe  It  or  Not!" 
on  Sunday,  September  23 t I960 
Comic  Section,  in  the  Chicago 
American.  Actually,  Lithuan- 
ia's bars  were  of  silver, 
not  bronze.  We  suspect  that 
this  might  have  been  submi- 
tted by  the  late  Dr.  Alexan- 
der M.  RaSkus. 


WERE  USED  AS  MONE/ 
OLD  LITHUANIA-  . 
A'/W  NOTCHBS  fi 
iHOKjdiNG  THE 
VAfL(OVS 
hfWOf WAT/OMS 


THE  KNIGHT  Voliune  8 Number  2, 
issue  No.  44.  The  official  pub- 
lication of  the  Lithuanian  Numis- 
matic Association.  Frank  Passic, 
Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR.  Robert 
J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  MD,  DIREC- 
TOR. Subscription/membership  to 
Volume  8:  a donation  of  SlO  or 
more  for  6 bi-raonthly  issues. 
Write:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  612,  Colum- 
bia, MD  21643.  Editor's  Address: 
Freuik  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St^  , 
Albion,  Michigan  49224.  Tne  LjNa 
is  a member  of  the  American  Num- 
ismatic Association  C-117903. 

Commercial  advertising:  Bus- 
iness cau:d  insertion:  $5*  or  6 
for  S23;  Full  page  i35i  1/2  page 
S23,  1/4  page  dl3.  Dealers:  list 
your  Baltic  material  here! 

We  encourage  our  members  to 
"spread  the  word"  about  the  LNa 
and  sign  up  new  members,  orite 
for  leaflets. 


4.  ADS 

S\jii  Unique  collection  of  Lith- 

uanian fraternal  memorabilia ^ 5^  conven- 
tion or  organization  badges  with  ribbons « 
id  buttons  and  lapel  pins,  including  the 
rare  Xn.thuanian  at  Century  of  Progre- 
ss Chicago  world's  fair  1933*  Most  items 
circa  191t>  through  1930 ’s*  1^  misc.  ite- 
ms thrown  in  as  a bonus.  Especially  str- 
ong in  Lithuanian  National  Alliance,  Li- 
hmanian  Pelief  fund,  and  Knights  of  Lith- 
uania. 

Also,  for  trade  or  sale:  iltnuauiian 
Aevenue  stamps  and  stocks  and  bonds.  M/hat 
do  you  have  or  need?  A few  out-of-print 
copies  of  my  Lithuanian  i^evenue  dtamp 
catalog  available  at  85  postpaid,  well 
illustrated.  Paimundas  Lapas,  921  Nor- 
wood, Melrose  Park,  IL  60l60. 

fuP  SaLE:  Books:  Post  Office  Cancel- 
lations of  Lithuania.  Only  l80  copies 
printed!  331  pages,  8 1/2  x 12"  size, 
printed  in  Germany,  820  postpaid.  Post- 
age Stamps  of  Lithuania  Price  List  Sup- 
plement. Consists  of  2 parts:  l)  correc- 
tions for  the  book  published  a few  years 
ago  by  the  Lithuanian  Philatelic  Society 
of  New  York,  and  additional  vsirieties 
and  errors  subsequently  discovered  since 
the  last  book  was  printed;  2)  pricing  of 
Lithuanian  Stamps.  60  pages,  7x9  1/2 
size.  810.  Vincent  W.  Alones,  217  McKee 
St,,  florad  Park,  N.Y.  11001 


WaI^TED:  3 Kopeck  "OST"  iron  coins 
(both  mints)  in  Xf  or  better,  also  rev- 
enue stamps  and  view  post  cards  of  Lith- 
uania and  Klaipeda/Memel,  J.P.  Greene, 

33  Bearsden  Hoad,  Athol,  Mass,  01331 • 


Want-for  S^le  ads  are  fHEE  to  non- 
commercial LNA  members!  List  your  items 
for  sale  here!  We  are  an  association, 
and  your  participation  here  will  help 
other  LNA  members.  Sell  your  Lithuanian 
numismatic  items  here  first  before  doi- 
ng it  somewhere  else.  We'll  be  looking 
for  your  ad  in  the  next  issue! 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

LITHUANUIf 


Karl  Stephens,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

President 


Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City.  Ca.  91780  8 18-445 -8 154 


LETTERS 

Val  Matelis  has  given  me  the  January  1985  issue 
of  The  Knight  in  which  Mr,  Alones  again  raises  the  at-* 
atus  of  the  Lithuanian  10  Litq  pieces.  I had  forgotten 
our  previous  correspondence,  so  it  was  convenient  to 
read  what  I had  written  25  years  ago,  I'm  afrad  I can 
add  little  to  what  I said  then. 

So  far  as  I aoi  concerned,  the  issue  is  a dead  one. 
There  will  not  be  another  edition  of  European  Crowns 
And  German  Talers  Since  l800.  And  I'm  afraid  if  there 
might  have  been,  I would  still  be  inclined  to  omit  the 
pieces,  as  I do  not  consider  them  to  be  crowns. 

I think  I am  inclined  to  resent  somewhat  the  tone 
of  some  of  Mr.  Alone's  remarks  as  though  I had  commit- 
ted some  crime  for  not  seeing  matters  as  he  sees  them. 

I am  puzzled  likewise  in  hs  persistence  in  pursuing  the 
question.  What  does  it  matter  whether  or  not  the  pieces 
are  labeled  crowns?  They  are  silver  coins,  but  not  in- 
cluded among  my  crowns,  only  in  my  Baltic  collection. 
And  if  anyone  Wcuits  to  collect  them  as  crowns,  surely 
no  one  is  going  to  object.  Any  judgment  of  mine  is  not 
going  to  be  binding  on  other  collections. 

Sincerely,  John  S.  Davenport,  author  European 

Crowns  and  German  Talers  Since  l800,  Florida, 

• • * 

I enjoy  reading  your  newsletter  and  look  forward 
to  the  next  issue.  You  forgot  to  put  my  name  in  the 
last  issue  when  you  had  all  the  member's  names  printed. 
The  articles  have  been  very  educational.  Lots  of  things 
I didn't  know  about  Lithuania,  but  I'm  learning, 

—Frances  Maslana,  AZ. 

0 0 0 

I like  very  much  your  ancient  Lithuanian  history. 
You're  doing  a terrific  job. 

Vincent  Zemaitis,  NY, 

• * • 

I would  like  to  join  your  association,  as  I am 
very  much  interested  in  the  Lithuanian  militaria  artic- 
les you  publish,  also  in  knowing  more  about  Lithuanian 
money.  Aj.e  there  any  Lithuanians  in  Texas? 

Jesse  Vasys,  TX. 

• • • 

I enjoy  The  Knight  very  much,  reading  it  from 
cover  to  cover  when  it  arrives.  I especially  enjoy  the 
articles  on  the  l4th-l6th  century  Lithuanian  coins,  I 
mostly  collect  ancients;  Homan,  Bibliced  smd  Byzantine. 
I am  starting  to  put  together  a collection  of  old  Lith- 
uaniem  coins. 

Leonard  DeLang,  Japan, 


As  with  some  rare  American  coins,  I am  sure  that 
the  rare  Litnuanian  medals  and  coins  have  their  own 
stories.  How  they  came  into  the  possession  of  their 
present  owners  would  be  interesting  to  read  about.  Your 
writers  are  doing  a great  job, 

Douglass  Komer,  MI, 


The  following  sheet  (reprinted  here)  was  passed  out  to  LNA  members  at  the  U»A  meeting  in  Bai-  C 
timore,  by  Andy  Singer,  who  spoke  on  the  Teutonic  coinage.  These  coins  circulated  in  "Lithuanian'^* 
Minor"  (Last  Prussia),  and  were  minted  during  the  era  of  Vytautas  the  Great.  In  July,  1410,  the 
Lithuanian  Army  of  Vytautas  the  Great  defeated  the  Teutonic  Order  at  the  Battle  of  Taxinenberg. 

Our  next  LNA  meeting  has  been  scheluded  for  December  at  the  N.Y.  International  Show,  oe  are  still 
in  need  of  a speaker/topic.  If  you  have  any  suggestions  or  would  like  to  volunteer,  contact  Vince 
Alones,  21?  McKee  St.  floral  Park,  N.Y.  11001,  as  soon  as  possible. 


TEUTONIC  ORDER  CHRONOLOGY: 


GRAND  MASTERS  ISSUING  COINS: 


Aug.  1189 
1191 


Foundation  of  the  Order 
Papal  recognition 


July 


1198  First  Grand  Master 

1210-39  Hermann  v.  Salza 

1230  T.O.  army  drives  to  E. 

1309  Marienburg  est.  as  capital 

1410  Battle  of  Tarmenburg 

1525  Albrecht  v.  Brandenburg 
secularized  order 


Wynrich  v.  Kniprode  1351-1382 
Konrad  Zollner  v.  Rothensteinl 382- 1390 
Konrad  III  v.  Jungingen  1393-1407 
Ulrich  V.  Jungingen  1407-1410 
Heinrich  Reuss  v.  Plauen  1410-1413 
Hermann  Cans  1413-1414 
Michael  Kuchmeister  1414-1422 
Paul  V.  Russdorf  1422-1441 
Konrad  v.  Erlichshausen  1441-1449 
Uidwig  V.  Erlichshausen  1450-1467 
Heinrich  Reuss  v.  Plauen  1469-1470 
Heinrich  Reffle  1470-1477 
Martin  Truchsess  1477-1489 
Johann  v.  Tiefen  1489-1497 
Friedrich  v.  Sachsen  1498-1510 
Albrecht  v.  Brandenburg  1511-1525 


TEUTONIC  ORDER  COIN  TYPES: 


Brakteats  and  Hohlpf ennigs : Earliest  to  latest  types. 


New  coins  of  Wynrich  v.  Kniprode:  Kwartnik  (Vierchen) , Schilling,  Halbschoter 


IXjcats  of  H.  V.  Plauen. 


Long  cross  schilling  (1414-) 


6.  WHAT  DR.  RACKUS  HAD  TO  SAY 


The  following  paragraphs  are  excerpted 
from  the  book,  Cyclopedia  of  Lithuanian 
t^iumisaatics  by  Jr.  Alexander  K,  kaSkus 
vl 093-1 t concer;:ing  his  relations- 
nips  with  personel  in  the  Vytautas  the 
Jreat  i-iuseum,  ana  his  dealings  in  Lith- 
uania. Tnis  book  was  published  in  19^5 
at  tne  time  of  kaSkus'  death  by  the  Ba- 
Izexas  huseum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in 
Cnicago,  wnicn  acquired  kaSkus  collect- 
ion. 3*+*+  pages  in  length,  a few  copies 
of  the  book  are  still  available  for  j»l8 

^^012  ftTcher  Ave , Chicago,  IL  60632). 

* • • 

P,  4l.  Mongolian  "Chopraarkism. " 

Borne  collectors  (not  numismatists) 
acquire  a queer  mania  of  "immortal- 
izing” themselves  by  engraving  or  st- 
amping their  neiraes  wherever  they  can. 
ouch  mania  of  mutilating  coins  is  kn- 
own as  "Mongolian  Chopmarkism , " which 
numismatists  should  and  do  fight.... 

nven  in  recent  times,  as  late  as 
A.J.  1937*  in  Lithuania,  tne  author  of 
tnis  booK  had  a mortifying  experience. 

Tne  director  of  Vytautas  the  ureat 
Museum  in  Kaunas,  Paulius  Calaune  and 
his  assistant,  docent  [Jocent:  a tea- 
cher in  a university  below  professor- 
ial rank]  Jonas  Puzinas  [Jonas  kuzinas 
served  as  assistant  instructor  of  hum- 
anities at  the  University  of  Kaunas 
beginning  in  193^.  Puzinas  served  as 
director  of  the  prehistoric  section  at 
the  Vytautas  the  Great  Museum,  begin- 
ning in  1936.],  tnrough  ignorance  or 
ill  will  insisted  on  marking  every 
coin  cind  medal  in  tne  numismatic  col- 
lection of  Jr.  kackus  with  inventory 
numbers.  Only  vig-srous  protests  eind 
proper  measures  of  the  numismatist 
xtaSkus  prevented  such  an  act  of  van- 
dalism and  "chopmarkism." 

[kote:  In  tne  book  the  name  of 
Puzinas  has  been  marked  out  with  a 
black  felt  pen.  In  his  preface,  ka- 
Jkus  remarked,  "I  am  very  grateful 
to  trof.  Jr.  Jonas  Puzinas  the  em- 
inent aircnaeologist  and  .editor  of 
the  nitnuanian  n:  cyclopedia. .. " Per- 
naps  personal  considerations  led 
*Ta5kus  to  delete  ruzinas'  name  out 
of  tne  original  manuscript.] 

k.  3^.  In  1933  Lithuanians  from 
various  parts  of  the  world  had  a 
Congress  in  Kaunas.  Jr.  Al.  m.  kaSkus 
residing  in  Cnicago,  UBa,  was  invited 
to  exnibit  his  historical  and  numisma- 
tic collections  at  tnis  Congress.  The 
exnibition  took  place  in  the  halls  of 
tne  University  of  Lithuania  and  in  tne 
newly  erected  National  f.useum  of  Vyta- 
ulas  tne  areat,  in  Kaunas. 


After  the  Congress  was  over,  with  certain  st- 
ipulations (to  publish  at  the  Lithuaniem  Government 
expense,  3 Volume  books  written  by  Jr.  x^aSkus  on 
Lithuanian  Numismatics,  Lithuanian  Medals,  etc.)  Jr. 
kaSkus  presented  his  entire  Lituanistic  Museum  to  the 
Lithuanian  government.  Tnis  Museum  consisted  of 
31»817  registered  and  classified  specimens.  Amongst 
thousands  of  historical  relics  depicting  mainly  the 
cultural  life  of  the  Lithuanians  in  USA;  there  was  a 
universal  and  very  rich  Numismatic  Section.  In  the 
Numismatic  Section  there  were  29*253  different  coins 
and  medals  of  all  ages,  and  all  metals,  and  all  nat- 
ions— including  the  2052  different  gold  and  silver 
coins  and  medals  of  Old  Lithuania.  (F.  J/^) 

This  highly  specialized  collection  of  Lithuanian 
coins,  which  was  gathered  together  by  Jr.  RaSkus  over 
a period  of  29  years,  was  known  as  the  largest  and 
most  complete  of  its  kind  in  the  World.  Tnis  collect- 
ion had  a considerable  number  of  great  numismatic  ra- 
rities hitherto  unpublished  in  Hutten-Czapski 's  Num- 
ismatic Catalog,  or  in  any  other  famous  collections, 
including  the  collections  of  the  Hermitage  in  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, Imperial  Munz  Kabinet  of  Vienna,  etc.  Those 
great  rarities  are  being  published  and  illustrated 
for  the  first  time  here.  Let  the  readers  for  themse- 
lves see  what  numismatic  treasures  were  placed  in  Vy- 
tautas the  Great  Museum  in  Kaunas,  which  was  opened 
in  1936. 

The  free  Republic  of  Lithuania,  after  it  was  in- 
vaded by  Soviet  kussia  in  19^»  bad  no  chance  of  ful- 
filling its  promise  to  publish  the  Numismatic  Books 
written  by  Jr.  Al.  M.  ka5kus.  And  until  this  promise 
is  fulfilled,  the  title  and  legal  ownership  of  the 
numismatic  collections  still  rightfully  belong  to 
Jr.  Al.  M.  RaSkus,  a free  citizen  of  the  United  Sta- 
tes, and  to  his  successors. 

In  19^*  June  15th,  Soviet  Russia  invaded  Lith- 
uania. All  American  citizens  were  ordered  to  evacuate. 
Upon  leaving  Lithuania,  Jr.  RaSkus  as  an  American  ci- 
tizen was  not  allowed  to  take  any  of  his  property  out 
of  Lithuania.  But  he  succeeded  in  taking  with  him 
Serbographic  imprints  of  all  ths  Lithuanian  coins 
which  he  left  in  the  VTG  Huseum  in  Kaunas,  in  Lithu- 
ania. And  he  succeeded  in  taking  with  him  to  America 
some  original  Documents  about  transactions  done  bet- 
ween the  Lithuanian  Government  and  Jr.  AL  M.  RaSkus 
at  the  time  wnen  he  presented  his  Lithuanistic  Museum 
to  the  Lithuanian  government.  That  is  why  it  is  pos- 
sible to  publish  the  illustrations  of  these  Lithuanian 
coins  here  in  this  book.  What  is  the  fate  of  the  Dr. 
kaSlius*  Numismatic  Collections  now  behind  the  iron 
curtain — we  don’t  know.  But  as  a matter  of  documental 
evidence  aind  as  a record  this  book  is  being  published. 
[Note:  Many  of  the  coins  are  still  at  the  Kaunas 
Museum  today,  some  are  on  exhibit;  but  others  were 
found  to  be  counterfeit,  by  Museum  officials)]. 

Next  issue:  A story  about  Fovilas  Karazija  and 
his  Museum  work  under  German  occupation  during  ^o- 
rld  rtar  II.  a photo  of  Karazija  appears  on  the  fol- 
lowing page.  We  hope  you  are  enjoying  this  interest- 
ing series. 


By  V.  Kuprevi2lua  (19^1) 
Continued  from  laat  issue... 


THE  HISTORICAL  SECTION 

* country  on  various  problems  of  the  Museum,  and, 
as  representative  of  the  Vytautas  the  Great 
Museum,  on  August  14-21  1937 t Be  participated 
in  the  Baltic  Historical  Congress  in  Riga. 

During  1937,  other  than  the  department 
jjirector.  Dr.  A.M.  RaSkus,  Museum  employee  K. 
Raunksnis  was  engaged  in  the  Historical  Sec- 
tion from  January  1 to  October  5i  from 

November  1,  D.  Urbas. 

1936.  In  this  year  also,  the  Director's 
methods  continued  to  be  the  same,  and  not  in 
conformity  with  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Museum.  Of  course,  tnis  situation  could  not 
long  be  countenanced  by  the  Museum's  leader- 
ship. Disputes  eu'ose  which  the  Ministry  of 
rkiucation 
was  fina- 
lly com- 
pelled to 
adjudica- 
te in  all 
gravity. 

Finally, 
the  mat- 
ter dev- 
eloped so 
far  that 
in  the 
circumst- 
ances, Dr. 

Al.  M. 

RaSkus 
preferred 
his  letter 
of  resign- 
ation, 
and  was 

relieved  of  nis  duties  by  the  Ministry  of 
iiiducation  on  April  1,  1933*  and  from  April 
5,  the  duties  of  the  Director  of  the  Histo- 
rical Section  was  transferred  to  Povilas 
Karazija.  At  once,  all  items  in  the  Sect- 
ion were  transferred,  effective  March  29» 
and  were  separated  partially  into  groups, 
and  continued  so  through  edl  of  April  and 
into  half  of  May.  The  reception  proceeded 
more  along  the  line  of  where  to  store  the 
items,  rather  than  their  allocation,  and 
noting  provisional  daily  decisions,  so 
that  the  recording  and  editing  as  much  as 
possible  in  a systematic  organization  oc- 
curred, and  the  preparation  of  typewritten 
documents  and  proofing  extended  about  ano- 
ther month. 

Numismatic  collections,  and  some  other 
items  were  received,  organized,  partially 
cleaned  and  preserved,  which  earlier  had 
belonged  to:  A)  the  National  Museum,  and 
3)  the  former  Supreme  Defense  Committee. 

Having  systemitized  the  numismatic  items 
(over  5»000  items),  lists  were  prepared 


POVILAS  KiiRASIJA  (1887-1935) 
Lithuanian  Numismatist. 
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as  material  for  Acts  of  Transfer-Receipt,  which  w- 
not  finally  completed  in  1938.  During  receipt,  in 
addition,  lists  were  prepared  on  separate  hoards. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  transfer  to  the  Library 
of  Vytautas  the  Great  University  (VGU)  of  certain 
printed  matter  in  the  possession  of  the  Historical 
Section,  all  printed  matter  was  examined  again  and 
re-arranged:  books,  brochures,  periodicals,  whatever, 
was  transferred  to  the  VGU  Library  by  act  of  Nov- 
ember 23,  1938. 

With  printed  labels  prepared,  we  were  able  to 
prepared  for  final  exnibit  about  2,000  items  of  Li- 
thuanian coins,  which  had  been  inventoried  by  the 
former  Director,  Dr.  Alexander  M.  RaJkus.  This  task 
was  somewhat  delayed  because  almost  all  these  coins 
had  to  be  cleaned,  and  preserved,  since  they  were 
dirty,  and  a part  of  them  were  already  covered  with 
verdigris  [a  green  rust  on  copper,  bronze,  etc.] 
Though  the  number  of  coins  prepared  for  exhibit 
(2,000  items)  seems  large,  it's  exhibition  was  not 
imminent,  since  these  coins  could  occupy  a space  no 
larger  than  a small  section,  with  which  opening  the 
unit  would  be  purposeless,  while  security  would 
have  been  very  complicated. 

The  remaining  major  task  of  1938  was  the  recep- 
tion of  items  from  the  former  City  of  Kaunas  Museum. 
The  majority  of  time  here  was  spent  in  cleaning,  pr- 
eserving, and  identifying  the  coins.  During  1938, 
this  task  was  just  about  completed.  However,  lists 
were  not  yet  completed,  as  was  required  by  the  Act 
of  Transfer  and  Reception,  excepting  lists  of  indiv- 
idual hoards,  which  were  finally  completed.  It  is 
necessary  to  add  here  that  the  very  valuable  SanSius 
hoard  containing  coins  (mostly  Lithuanian)  and  oth- 
er silver  objects,  which  were  acquired  from  the 
former  Conservator  of  the  City  of  Kaunas  Museum,  Dr. 
J.  Puzinas  [famous  Lithuanian  archaeologist,  b.  1905 i 
d.  1978],  were  received  in  the  Historical  Section  by 
act  of  May  19»  1938. 

Our  most  important  task — the  sorting,  organizing, 
preparing  for  inventory  and  exposition,  was  delayed 
by  the  reception  of  groups  of  larger  collections.  Of 
course,  that  was  a most  welcome  "obstacle,”  since  the 
Historical  Section  benefited  by  the  leirge  number  of 
valuable  exhibits.  However,  the  fact  remains  that 
after  the  reception  of  these  large  groups  we  were  no 
nearer  to  preparation  of  a sufficient  number  of  exhi- 
bits, enabling  us  to  open  the  Historical  Section. 
Keep  in  mind  that  the  sorting  and  inventorying  of 
the  Historical  Section's  exhibits  (coins  alone  num- 
bered about  30,000  units)  even  excepting  duplicates, 
is  a task  requiring  much  time.  We  must  then  realize 
that  the  efforts  of  two  employees  were  insufficient, 
especially  since  considerable  time  had  to  be  spent 
upon  routine  tasks,  as  the  constant  reception  of 
prof erred  exhibits,  correspondence  and  the  like. 

With  work  piled  up,  it  is  difficult  to  concentrate 
on  what  is  happening  beyond  the  walls  of  the  Museum. 
It  is  difficult  to  find  time  for  visiting  various 
scenes  from  which  news  could  be  obtained  about  var- 
ious diggings  of  historical  sites  about  hoards,  or 

Continued  next  issue... 
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COLNS  19^5: 

Y-1  1 Centas  VF  »12 
Y-2  5 Cental  VF  SI5 
Y-3  10  Cent4  ^ VF  1^12 

Y-4  20  Cent4  VF  *18,  F *12 
Y-6  1 Litas  XF  *l8,  VF  *13, 

F *12,  VG  *10 
Y-7  2 Litu  AU  *28,  XF  *23, 

VF  *20,  F *13,  VG  *12 
Y-8  3 Litai  VF  *30,  F *20 
Y-9  1936;  1 Centas  AU  *l8, 

XF  *16,  VF  *12 
Y-11  3 Cental  VF  SI3 

Y-12  3 Litai  with  bust  of 

Dr.  Jonas  BasanaviSius. 
Special:  VF-XF  average 
*18  each,  or  3 for  *43. 

Y-I3  10  Lit4,  with  bust  of 
Vytautas  the  Great.  UNO 
*60,  VF  *43 

Y-l4  19381  10  Lit4  commem- 
orative with  bust  of  Li- 
thuamian  President  Smet- 
ona  AU-UNC  *90. 

BANKNOTES 

P-R122  1 Ost-rubel  VF  *10, 

Fine  *3 

P-RI27  1/2  Ost-mark  VF  *3 
P-H13^  1,000  Ost-mark  VF  *20 
light  stain. 

German  inflation  money:  P-44b 
1,000  marks,  P-70  30,000  marks, 
P-83  100,000  marks.  *2  each  or 
3 for  *3.  ^ average. 

MEDALS 

St.  Casimir  400th  anniv.  44  mm. 
bronze  medal  (proof),  struck 
by  Franklin  Mint.  Cathedreil  of 
Vilnius  on  reverse.  *13 
St.  Casimir  religious  medalets 
with  loop,  Lith  text.  *7 
TOKENS 


PHILATELY 


Postage  Stamps  of  Lithuania,  the  highly  illustrated  standard 
reference  on  Lithuanian  stamps.  Hard-cover,  in  English  *20 
Lithuanian  Postage  Stamp  Album  (Vol  I).  *23  Nice! 

Litnuanian  Postage  Staimp  Album  (Vol  II).  Local  issues,  occu- 
pation stamps,  etc.  *20 
Memel/Klaipeda  Postage  Staimp  Album.  *20 

Anti-USSH  envelope  (probably  printed  by  Dr.  RaSkus)  showing 
map  of  Baltic  States,  a man  reading  book  to  a child,  with 
bloody  hammer  & sickle  hand  reaching  in.  Text  reads  "SSSR 
Liquidated  330,000  Liths."  Collectors  item!  (ca.l930)  *3.00 
Another  envelope,  showing  "Enslaved  Lithuania"  in  prison,  with 
dates  "19^-1950,"  and  skelton-like  claw  hand  rwching  out, 
and  photographs  on  reverse.  *3.00 
Postcard  (in  color)  of  Holy  Cross  Lithuanian  R.C.  church  in 
Chicago.  Historic!  (says  "place  one  cent  stamp  here...") 
*1.00  each  (these  are  old) . 

PINS/BUTTONS 

1939  New  York  World’s  Fair  "Lithuanian  Day"  bronze  pin  with 
Vytis  emblem.  Historic!  1 left.  *7 

"Alsvieta  T.F.  1921-22"  Green  button,  with  Vytis  in  center. 

*4  (only  a few  left). 

Tri-color  botton,  probably  from  the  same  above  group,  with 
"1922-23"  in  center.  *4 

Litnuanian  D.P.  (Displaced  Persons)  pin,  with  Columns  of  Ged- 
iminas  in  background,  showing  globe,  oceam,  wagon,  and  woman.  Pro- 
bably from  the  1950 *s.  *3.00 

"Lithuanian  Day,  June  3rd,  1951"  button,  white.  *3.00 
"ALTAS"  button,  1968,  with  colorful  Lithuanian  flag,  *3.00 

MAP 

This  is  a very  special  limited  item:  We've  obtained  several 
of  the  original  1929  Litnuanian  poster-maps  printed  for  the  Vien- 
ybe  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.!  These  are  very  colorful  (glossy),  and  show 
portraits  of  Dr.  Jonas  BasanaviJius,  Vytautas  the  Great,  Vytis, 
Lithuanian  farmer,  ship  at  Klaipeda,  a Lithuanian  woman  in  natio- 
nal costume,  and  the  Lithuanian  flag.  In  the  center  is  a color- 
ful map  of  Lithuania,  showing  the  Polish  occupation  area,  and  su- 
rrounding areas.  These  are  collectors  items  and  very  beautiful! 
First  come-first  serve.  *15«  Great  for  framing  and  hanging  on  wall 

SUPPLIES 


Darius-Girenas  30th  anniv.  wood 
token.  30«  each,  3 for  *1,  8 for 
*2,  12  for  *3,  16  for  *4,  20  for 
*3,  50  for  *10,  plus  sufficient 
postage.  Great  for  grandchildren! 
Balzekas  Museum  13th  anniv.  wood 
token,  featuring  1362  gold  10 
ducat  of  Lithuania  on  reverse. 
Same  prices  as  above. 

Write  for  a copy  of  our  latest 
Museum  Review.  We  have  bumper 
stickers,  decals,  amber,  cloth, 
books,  license  plates,  stamps, 
and  much  more  for  sale  in  our 
gift  shop.  Mention  The  Knight. 


Lithuanian  Coin  Holders  (Capital  Plastic)  for  complete  l4 
circulation  coin  set.  Sturdy  blue  plastic  with  imprinted  dates 
and  denominations,  with  Vytis  emblem  and  map  of  Lithuania. 

*22  each.  Accessories:  Bookettes,  tan  colored  covers  for  lib- 
rary shelf,  *3.75,  Fitting  tool  for  tight-fit  coins,  *2.  Com- 
plete set  of  coins  (VF  average)  with  holder,  S273» 

BOOKS 

Ne pr ikiausomos  Lietuvos  Pinigai  [-independent  Lithuanian 
Money]  by  Jonas  K.  Karys  (1953).  Out  of  print,  we  just  obta- 
ined the  last  of  the  supply,  *20  each. 

Cyclopedia  of  Lithuanian  Numismatics  by  Dr.  RaSkus,  *l8 
Numizmatika,  by  Jonas  K.  Karys  (1970).  Hard-cover  Lith- 
uemieui  numismatic  dictionary,  plus  scholarly  eurticles.  *25 

PLEASE  il^CLOSE  SUiTICIENT  POSTAGE  WITH  ALL  ORDERS, 


